DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

Prince of Wales's report. " Let me also ask you/3 she
wrote, cc to bear with poor Mamma if she is sometimes
irritated and excited. She does not mean it so : think
what months of agony and suspense and watching
with broken and sleepless nights she has gone through,
and don't mind it* I am so anxious that all should go
smoothly that I write thus openly in the interests of
both.35

A third point. She had heard that William
was about to start immediately on official visits
to other Sovereigns. She begged him to postpone
these, for his father had died only three weeks
ago,

The letter did not have the authoritative effect the
Queen intended. William, in his reply, first set her
right about the question of a home for his mother :
Uncle Bertie was misinformed* He was doing every-
thing to meet her wishes. He had already asked her
to stay on at Friedrichskron for a year, and as for
the Villa Liegnitz, which the Queen thought not up
to her Imperial dignity, she had herself told the
Emperor Frederick that she only wanted a pied a terre
in Berlin, and specifically asked him to leave her
the Villa, which he had done. Moreover when she
told William that she would like a house on the
Rhine he had offered to supply the capital. As to
his visiting other Sovereigns he intended to meet the
Tsar in the Baltic in a few weeks. He and Bismarck
were agreed that national interests demanded it, and
that these could not wait cc till the etiquette of Court
mourning has been fulfilled/5 " I deem it necessary,3'
he wrote, giving out his key as on a tuning-fork,
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